PHARMACARE

NOW!

CANADIANS WANT IT.
MPs CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN.
CALL YOURS TODAY!
As an organization representing thousands of retired Canadian workers on
fixed incomes, the Steelworkers Organization of Active Retirees (SOAR) sees
Pharmacare as the unfinished business of our health care system. Many SOAR
members remember the days before Medicare when health care was available only to
those who could afford it.
Many Canadians, not just seniors, are denied access to medications because they
cannot afford them. Better access to necessary medications means better quality of life
and less reason to require hospitalization. It only makes sense to support Pharmacare.
Every country with a universal, public health care system provides universal, public
coverage of medically-necessary prescription drugs – every country EXCEPT CANADA.
More than 1,000 experts in health care and public policy have called on the Prime
Minister to stop delaying the implementation of Pharmacare as laid out in the Hoskins
Report. They say the moral and clinical case for universal prescription drug coverage is
clear and the administrative infrastructure needed to run such a program exists.
The NDP has said it will support the Liberal government if it honours its commitment to
bring in a Pharmacare bill before the end of 2022. If your MP is a Liberal, tell them to
honour that commitment. If your MP is a New Democrat, tell them to keep on pushing
the government to do the right thing. If your MP is a Conservative, tell them why
supporting such a law is so important to all Canadians!

TELL YOUR MP TO
SUPPORT PHARMACARE
LEGISLATION NOW
The best way to implement pharmacare is set out in the Hoskins Report and here are 5
reasons why:
1. Everyone would be covered equally in a national public plan, unlike coverage
through private plans, where people are often unable to afford their contributions
for prescriptions.
2. A national public plan would provide for those who fall through the cracks of
private plans, which are lost if you change or lose your job, and often when you
retire.
3. Pharmacare would cover ALL medically-necessary medicines, not just so-called
‘essential’ medicines as proposed by supporters of private insurance.
4. Pharmacare would replace the costly and inefficient 100,000-plus different private
plans and would save Canadians billions compared to what we currently pay.
5. A national public pharmacare plan lays the basis to provide education to
healthcare prescribers and patients about the best use of medications. People
would get better treatment and stay healthier.

CANADIANS ARE COUNTING ON MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT,
TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP TO BETTER HEALTH CARE –
A UNIVERSAL PHARMACARE PROGRAM.
For more information on Pharmacare, visit the Canadian Health
Coalition, whose membership includes many unions and the
Canadian Labour Congress.

www.healthcoalition.ca

